Phonics and Reading

At Earlsdon Primary School

Primary School

Information for Parents/ Carers

So it is with children who learn to read fluently and well:
They begin to take flight into whole new worlds as
effortlessly as young birds take to the sky. —William James
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How we teach phonics

In April 2021 the DfE published a report which recommended that Primary
schools follow an accredited systematic synthetic phonics programme.
Their main aim was to improve literacy levels by:

e giving all children a solid base upon which to build as they progress
through school

e helping children to develop the habit of reading widely and often,
for both pleasure and information

At Earlsdon Primary School we use the phonic scheme ’Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds Revised’ to help the children crack the alphabetic code.
From Reception, children begin to learn the individual phonemes and
tricky words to enable them to read as quickly as they can do so. They
learn to say the phonemes through memorable mnemonic phrases,
segmenting sounds in words and blending them together to read and
spell words.

The programme progression through Reception and Year 1 can be viewed
here but is dependent on each child’s readiness to learn the phonic code.




Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 2021: Programme progression
Reception and Year 1 overviews
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If you would like demonstrations about how the phonemes are taught in
Reception and Year 1 then click on the videos on the Little Wandle
website. You can also download the pictures and mnemonics that will be
used in school to teach the children, term by term.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

If you would like to support your child further, grapheme cards are
available to purchase if you wish to do so.

https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-
phonics-flashcards
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https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-phonics-flashcards
https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-phonics-flashcards

Supporting your child with reading

Although your child will be taught to read at school, you can have a
huge impact on their reading journey by continuing their practice at
home.

There are two types of reading book that your child may bring home:

e A reading practice book. This will be at the correct phonic stage for
your child. They should aim to read this fluently and independently
as they will have already read this book at school.

e A sharing book. Your child will not be able to read this on their
own. This book has been chosen by your child and is for you both
to read and enjoy together.

Reading practice book

This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading
level. If your child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it's
too easy — your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in
reading, reading books that are too hard can often cause children and
parents/carers lots of frustration.

Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise —
celebrate their success! If they can't read a word, read it to them. After
they have finished, talk about the book together for as long as your child
is interested, you don't need to make this into a test!

The reading practice book will be shared with your child in school 2-3
times a week in paper format. In these sessions your child will learn to
use their phonics skills to use the sounds that they have been taught to
decode words. They will explore any unfamiliar vocabulary and will also
learn further skills such as using expression which will enable them to
develop their fluency.
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Fluency is a necessary skill to allow your child to comprehend the
context of the text and to answer questions about it. Your child will
bring home the same reading practice book in digital format from
Collins Big Cat Reading scheme. Ideally, we would suggest that your
child practices this book 2-3 times a week with you, the more fluent they
are the better!

‘Being a keen habitual reader nurtures children’s social and emotional
development, introduces them to rich vocabulary, enhances their capacity
to express themselves, and develops their knowledge and understanding of
the world. Through reading widely and by choice, children gain a broader
range of perspectives than those they may encounter in their everyday
lives. They begin to ask questions about the texts and the world around
them. Furthermore, and significantly, ‘'engagement in reading is strongly
correlated with reading performance and is a mediator of gender or socio-
economic status’ (OECD, 2021)




Sharing book

To encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important that
they are exposed to a wide variety of books. The sharing book is a book
they have chosen for you to enjoy together.

Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone.
Read it to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict
what might happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore
the facts in a non-fiction book. The main thing is that you have fun!

Home reading diary

Your child will bring home a home reading diary. In this diary we will
note the sharing book that your child has chosen to read with you. The
reading practice book will appear automatically each week in your child’s
bookshelf on Collins Big Cats website. Your child’s log in details will
appear in this diary for reference.

Please comment on your child’s ability to decode words, fluency, and
enjoyment of the practice book. Comment on your child’s enjoyment
and understanding of the sharing book. You may also want to comment
on any other books that your child has read or been interested in.

Your child can also benefit from reading at home to other people such
as siblings, grandparents, or other relatives.

Collins
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Additional support for a child

Some children may not yet be blending the phonemes that they have been
taught in daily phonics lessons or may only be blending a few words. In this
case, your child will be given extra opportunities to practice their blending
skills and be given a wordless book. Wordless books are useful for children to
establish book behaviours, book talk and to grow vocabulary without feeling
frustrated or overloaded. Once children are blending, they will gradually be
given books with words that are fully decodable and match their phonic ability.

If you have any further questions about phonics and reading, please contact
the class teacher.
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